
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

  

Written Testimony before the Committee on Children 

Department of Social Services 

March 9, 2021 

 

S.B. 2 - AN ACT CONCERNING SOCIAL EQUITY AND THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND 

EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 

  

The Department of Social Services (DSS) strongly supports the improvement in the health and 

quality of life for members of HUSKY Health (i.e., Connecticut’s Medicaid and Children’s 

Health Insurance Program, HUSKY B).  DSS offers written testimony on three specific areas. 

Mental Health Training for Healthcare Providers: Sections 2 through 9 of this bill would require 

specified licensed healthcare practitioners to receive training in screening for conditions such as 

post-traumatic stress disorder, risk of suicide, depression and grief and suicide prevention 

training.  DSS supports this training because it will better equip healthcare practitioners to 

identify various types of behavioral health conditions and refer individuals for more specific 

services to address their behavioral health needs.  This training is also consistent with the 

Department’s priority to improve the integration of behavioral health with physical health in a 

person-centered approach. 

Collection of Data Regarding Adverse Childhood Experiences: Sections 20 and 21 of this bill 

would require public schools to collect and report on data regarding adverse childhood 

experiences.  DSS supports this information collection and reporting because it will better enable 

DSS to collaborate with schools in developing initiatives to address the impacts of adverse 

childhood experiences. 

Expanding Birth to Three to Age Five: Sections 25 through 43 of this bill would expand the 

Birth to Three program for children up to age five.  DSS covers Birth to Three services for 

children who are HUSKY Health members.  DSS agrees with the testimony submitted by the 

Office of Early Childhood (OEC), which is the lead agency for the Birth to Three program, that 

additional study and investigation, building on prior discussions, are necessary before the state 

should make a decision on whether or not to expand the age range for Birth to Three.  DSS 

welcomes the opportunity to participate with OEC and other stakeholders in such discussions, 

including through the existing Interagency Birth to Three Coordinating Council.  In addition, 

expanding the age range would increase state expenditures for HUSKY Health, and the 

Governor’s proposed budget does not include funding for such an increase. 
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